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Who Writes the Books That Make the Third Grade Read? 
 
 

Title:  Third Grade Unit 3        Subject/Course:   Reading                        Length:  3 weeks (beginning Sept.28)       
 
Topic:    Author’s Study                                    Grade:         3rd grade           Designer:  3rd grade teachers 

UNIT GOALS AND EXPECTATIONS 
 

IMPORTANT CONCEPTS: 
• Authors are real people who do everyday things 

like we do. 
• Concepts of authors carry over to students’ writing. 
• Readers return to favorite authors based on the 

author’s technique and style. 
• What you get from a book depends on your 

experiences—the connections and reflections that 
you make before, during, and after reading. 

 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS: 
• What is the author’s purpose for writing? 
• How can the study of an author’s writing help 

students understand the craft of writing? 
• What makes students respond to a particular book 

or series of books? 
• Who is the real person behind the favorite books 

you like to read? 
 
 

STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATIONS: 
W. 4.3.5 Use available technology to collect information for 
writing 
W.4.3.3 Identify Audience 
W.5.3.1 Write for as specific purpose and audience 
W.5.3.2 Write to persuade 
W.6.3.5 Identify possessive pronouns 
W.6.3.18 Use correct punctuation 
W.7.3.5 Make word choices to accurately convey the 
message 
R. 9.3.12 Summarize a story 
R.10.3.2 Demonstrate knowledge of the content, style, and 
theme of the works of a single author 
 

R.10.3.3 Discuss authors, stories, and other texts and make 
recommendations to classmates and teachers 
R.9.3.7 Ask questions and support answers by connecting 
prior knowledge with literal and inferential information found 
in the text 
R.9.3.8 Discuss why an author may have selected particular 
words or phrases 
OV.1.3.4 Focus on audience 
OV.1.3.6 Adapt spoken language to the audience, purpose, 
and occasion 
OV.1.3.7 Communicate ideas sequentially or organized 
around major points 
 
  

SPECIFIC DECLARATIVE KNOWLEDGE 
Identify author’s style 
Identify author’s purpose 
Identify author’s theme 
Identify author’s mood 
Understand concept of persuasion 
 

SPECIFIC PROCEDURAL KNOWLEDGE 
Write with appropriate purpose and audience 
Read for substantial amount of time daily 
Write summary statements 
Reflect on reading 
Use computer 
Make oral presentations 

UNIT ASSESSMENTS 
(Include tasks related to Dimensions 3 and 4 and Bloom’s Taxonomy) 

 
1. Oral presentation with visual (poster) of selected author. 
2. Book talk based on one book selected from the chosen author.  Student may choose among the 

following:  Dress up as a favorite character from the book and act out a scene from the book; draw and 
show a mural that depicts important events from the book; complete a PowerPoint or computer 
presentation that shows important events from the book; draw a book cover for the selected book 

3. Open-response prompt 
(Comprehension/Understanding Tasks) 

TRADITIONAL ASSESSMENTS: 
Benchmark formatted comprehension test 
Author research paragraph writing  
Reading Skills Test:  

OTHER EVIDENCE OF LEARNING: 
Reflection journal that includes responses to teacher’s 
modeling, connections to student selected reading, and 
responses to student book talks. 
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Book Report of Sarah, Plain, and Tall:  Sequence 
The Lives of Two Famous Writers:  Compare and Contrast 
 

 
ACTIVITIES AND LEARNING EXPERIENCES Resources 

This is a three-week unit in which students will read three books written by 
three different authors.  They will be listening to the teacher model identified 
skills and processes, then they replicate the teacher’s behavior.  At the end of 
the unit, students will make presentations about the author they have chosen 
to research.  They will also do a “book talk” about a book of their favorite 
author.  The class will vote on their favorite author.  Throughout the unit, the 
teacher should make connections with the important concepts, focusing on the 
idea that authors are regular people like all of us.  The essential questions 
should also be used to focus the unit.  During the unit, Cindy Hamilton, the 
middle school counselor, should be invited to share a little about a book she 
has written and explain the process for having a book published.  Throughout 
the unit, talk about career connections. 
 
Teacher will model book talk on George’s Marvelous Medicine, by Roald Dahl. 
 
After teacher models book talk, students write a reflection in reader response 
journal. 
 
Teacher will begin reading George’s Marvelous Medicine, by Roald Dahl.   
 
Teacher will introduce the three authors who will be featured and will explain 
the process of reading various books. Also, teacher will explain purpose of 
using reader response journal during this time.  
 
Teacher models researching Roald Dahl on the computer using the author 
research guide.   
 
Teacher demonstrates how to use their research guide questions to form 
complete sentences in paragraph format.  Have students highlight personal 
information and professional information in different colors for planning 
paragraphs.   
 
After teacher models research, students write a reflection in reader response 
journal. 
 
Teacher models oral presentation about Roald Dahl, demonstrating a 
beginning, middle and closing when giving the speech. 
 
After teacher models presentation, students write a reflection in reader 
response journal. 
 
Students research their chosen author using author’s research guide.   
 
Teacher will guide students in using their research guide to start paragraph 
writing, using their highlighted information to form separate paragraphs. 

George’s Marvelous 
Medicine, by Roald Dahl 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reader response 
journal 
 
 
 
Teachers responsible 
for identifying three 
authors with sufficient 
resources available to 
complete this unit.  
 
 
Teacher will need 
copies of research 
guide.  
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Students will be responsible for an independent activity in which they will 
create a poster to display during their oral presentation.  (This may be done at 
home or in classroom)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Students begin oral presentations.   
 
Students will have a choice in how they present their book talks including 
dress-up as characters, draw a mural of events, a PowerPoint of events, or 
designing a book cover.  Students will sign up for their selections. The teacher 
will meet with groups to discuss guidelines and approve student ideas.  Book 
talks must all include the criteria on the scoring guide. 
 
Students present book talks.   
 
Teacher creates ballot that includes the three authors featured in this unit.  
Students will vote on their favorite author.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Teachers are 
responsible for 
providing students with 
poster/chart paper and 
other materials needed 
to complete this 
project.   
Scoring rubric 
 
 
 
Access to computers 
Teacher assistance 
available  
Scoring rubric 
 
 
Book talk scoring guide 
 
Ballot 

Career Connections 
Book author, researcher, editor 
 
 

 
 


