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UNIT OF STUDY 
 

Title:  3rd Grade Unit 5                   Subject/Course:   Social Studies/Language Arts         Length: 2 weeks  
 
Topic:   Timelines and Explorers                     Grade:     3                       Designer: 3rd Grade Teachers 

UNIT GOALS AND EXPECTATIONS 
 

IMPORTANT CONCEPTS: 
• Technology has changed our means of travel. 
• Historical events occur in sequence. 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS: 
Why were the thirteen colonies established? 
How does land development affect a community? 
What brought about the Louisiana Purchase? 
How was Arkansas a part of the Louisiana Purchase? 
What are different ways to collect information on a topic? 
 
 
 

STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATIONS: 
 
SOCIAL STUDIES 
H.6.3.7 – Analyze a timeline that illustrates selected 
historical events 
H.6.3.15 – Identify the modes of transportation in westward 
movement 
H.6.3.10 – Examine land development and its impact on a 
community 
H.6.3.13 – Identify the causes for the establishment of the 
thirteen colonies 
H.6.3.14 – Describe the Early American Indian cultures in 
Arkansas 
H.6.3.16 – Identify the explorers: Hernando DeSoto, 
LaSalle/De Tont, Marquette/ Joliet 
H.6.3.17 – Identify the factors leading to the purchase of 
Louisiana 
H.6.3.18 – Recognize that Arkansas was part of the 
Louisiana Purchase 
H.6.3.2  - Examine historical people and events of Arkansas 
H.6.3.8 – Compare artifacts from events in various periods 
of history 
H.6.3.11 – Identify Jamestown as the first permanent 
American settlement 
H.6.3.12 – Discuss John Smith’s role and influence in the 
establish of a self-sufficient settlement in Jamestown 
 

 
WRITING and READING 
W.7.3.3 – Arrange steps in a logical sequence 
R.9.3.9 – Draw inferences such as conclusions or 
generalizations and support them with text evidence and or 
personal experiences 
R.10.3.20 – Use a dictionary, index, thesaurus, 
encyclopedia, and online reference materials to enhance 
reading 
R.10.3.6 – Use graphic organizers to make meaning of a 
text 
W.6.3.3 –  Create sentences with compound subjects 
W.6.3.4- Use subject verb agreement in compound 
sentences 
W.6.3.17- Use simple abbreviations 
W.7.3.2 -  Include relevant information and elaboration on 
the topic 
 
Inquiring/Researching 
IR.12.3.3 – Use text features of nonfiction to locate 
information 
IR.12.3.4- Access information from globes and schedules 
 
Oral and Visual Communications 
OV.1.3.4 – Focus on audience (gestures and body 
language) 
OV.1.3.13 – Participate in a variety of speaking activities 
including book talks 

SPECIFIC DECLARATIVE KNOWLEDGE 
 

• Understand sequencing of events 
• Identify modes of transportation 
• Understand cause and effect 
• Identify a variety of explorers 

SPECIFIC PROCEDURAL KNOWLEDGE 
 

• Write to elaborate 
• Write in logical sequence 
• Draw inferences and conclusions 
• Make an oral presentation 
• Use a dictionary, index, thesaurus, and 

encyclopedia 
• Use computer 
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UNIT ASSESSMENTS 
(Include tasks related to Dimensions 3 and 4 and Bloom’s Taxonomy) 

 
 
1. Oral presentation with poster of selected explorer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Traditional Assessments:  
Benchmark formatted comprehension test 
Quiz over time lines 
Reading Skills Quiz: Becca’s Storm: Sequence 
 
 

Other Evidence of Learning: 
Linking strategy (chain story)  to memorize the 13 original colonies ( 

 
ACTIVITIES AND LEARNING EXPERIENCES Resources 

 
1. Jigsaw activity to identify the explorers Hernando DeSoto, LaSalle/DeTonti, Marquette/Joliet.  
2. Story Chain to memorize the 13 Original Colonies 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dimensions of Learning  
Chapter 10 

Career Connections 
 
History Professor, Museum Curator, Navigator, Astronaut, Graphic Arts Design (maps) 
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Thirteen Original Colonies 
Story Chain 

Teacher models the following story chain to help students memorize the thirteen original colonies 
 
Materials:  document camera and marker 

 
 

Georgia, New Jersey, Delaware, New York, North Carolina, South Carolina, Virginia, New Hampshire, 
Pennsylvania, Connecticut, Rhode Island, Maryland, and Massachusetts. 
 
Because it is difficult to mentally picture them themselves, students would probably have to use symbols and 
substitutes.  For example:  a Jersey cow could be a symbol for New Jersey and the Empire State Building could 
be a symbol for New York.  The name Georgia could be the name of the Jersey cow, and Christmas Carol are 
similar to “Carolina,” so they could be used as substitutes. 
 
The student would then link the mental pictures provided by the symbols and substitutes into one continuous 
story.  For example, the student might first picture Georgia the jersey cow (Georgia, and New Jersey), Next she 
would imagine Georgia, the jersey cow, putting on a pair of yellow underwear (Delaware) as she stand on top of 
the Empire State Building (New York).  Georgia then begins singing Christmas Carols (North and South Carolina).  
Under the left “arm” Georgia is holding a Virginia ham (Virginia and New Hampshire).  In her right “hand” she has 
a pen and paper (Pennsylvania).  With the pen, Georgia is connecting dots (Connecticut).  These dots join to form 
a road (Rhode Island).  One the road is Marilyn Monroe (Maryland) or Mary and her lamb (Maryland) on her way 
to mass (Massachusetts). 
 
Student Activity 
 
Objective:  Students will learn the thirteen original colonies, and they will use story chains and academic 
dialogue to retain the information over a longer period of time. 
 
Students will form groups and recreate the same picture and cut out the state card names.  As a group they will 
retell the story to the call taping on the state names as they go. 
 
Materials:  large sheets of bulletin board paper, markers, and handout of state names. 
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New Hampshire    Virginia 
-------------------------------------------------- 
North Carolina   South Carolina 
-------------------------------------------------- 
Georgia      New Jersey 
-------------------------------------------------- 
Maryland      Delaware 
-------------------------------------------------- 
Pennsylvania    Rhode Island 
-------------------------------------------------- 
New York     Massachusetts 
-------------------------------------------------- 
Connecticut  
-------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
 


