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UNIT OF STUDY 
 

Title:    3rd Grade Unit 7                        Subject/Course:  Reading / Social Studies                  Length:  3 weeks 
 
Topic:   Economics & Functional Text                  Grade:        3                    Designer:  Stephanie and Andrea 

UNIT GOALS AND EXPECTATIONS 
 

IMPORTANT CONCEPTS: 
1. People encounter functional text in everyday life. 
2. Writers use a variety of strategies based on their 

audience and purpose. 
3. Advertisements can impact buyers in both positive 

and negative ways. 
4. Becoming a successful entrepreneur is a process 

that includes many complicated steps. 
5. Money plays an important role in our lives. 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS: 
1. What is the purpose of functional text? 
2. How do the elements of informational text help a 

reader to determine purpose and relevance of 
functional text? 

3. How does purpose and audience shape one’s 
writing? 

4. How do supporting details and advertisements 
influence people’s decisions? 

5. What elements help an entrepreneur become 
successful? 

6. How does money affect our everyday lives? 
STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATIONS: 
W.5.3.2. Write to persuade, inform, entertain and describe 
W.5.3.4 Write informational pieces with at least two 
paragraphs 
R.9.3.14 Follow directions encountered in functional texts 
R.10.3.8 Read a variety of informational texts, including 
sequential formats 
R.10.3.9 Recognize expository text structures which are 
sequential formats 
R10.3.18 Read a variety of functional/practical texts, 
including menus, recipes, and maps 
R.10.3.19 Use functional print, including recipes, menus and 
maps to accomplish tasks 

E.7.3.1   Determine that people make tradeoffs to get the 
most benefit from scare resources 
E.7.3.2   Evaluate examples from the local community that 
illustrate scarcity 
E.7.3.3   Recognize that stating the problem and listing the 
alternatives are part of the decision making model 
E.8.3.1   Discuss human capital 
E.8.3.2   Recognize ways people become more skillful in the 
workplace  
E.8.3.3  Recognize the product associated with the natural 
resources from which it is created 
E.8.3.4   Explain how capital resources are related to 
specific jobs 
E.8.3.5  Define and discuss characteristics of an  
entrepreneur 
E.8.3.6  Define profit 
E.9.3.1  Research items that represented money throughout 
time (shells, beads, pelts) 
E. 9.3.2  List and explain the functions of money-medium of 
exchanges, measure of value, store of value 
E.9.3.3  Discuss costs and benefits of saving in a financial 
institution 
E.9.3.4  Identify and explain the role of each productive 
resource in producing a good or service (school lunches) 
E.9.3.5  Research goods and services provided by markets 
in the local community 
E.9.3.6  Describe the benefits of voluntary exchange (e.g., 
trade) 
E.9.3.7   Recognize the connection between specialization 
and interdependence 
E.9.3.8  Define supply and demand 

SPECIFIC DECLARATIVE KNOWLEDGE 
Define entrepreneur 
Identify characteristics of an entrepreneur 
Define profit, supply and demand 

SPECIFIC PROCEDURAL KNOWLEDGE 
Write letters to persuade and inform 
Write advertisements with pictures and text 
Follow directions in recipes 
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Understand the value of money and saving money 
Identify the purposes of banks, checks, credit and debit 
cards 
Understand the persuasiveness of advertisements 
 
 

Read recipes, menus, and advertisements and other forms 
of functional text 
 
 
 
 
 

UNIT ASSESSMENTS 
(Include tasks related to Dimensions 3 and 4 and Bloom’s Taxonomy) 

 
1. Write a persuasive letter to the cafeteria director asking for the inclusion of a food court in the dining area. 
2. Create a brochure to advertise your restaurant that includes pictures and persuasive information. 
3. Write a recipe that has ingredients and use transitional words in explaining cooking directions. 
4. Complete an open-response assessment. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Traditional Assessments:  
Reading Skills Quizzes:   
Recipe for Guacamole Dip:  Drawing Conclusions & Making 
Inferences 
How to Make Two Healthy Drinks: Compare and Contrast 
Super Special Nut Butter and Jelly Sandwich:  Sequence 
Great Popping Popcorn: Cause and Effect 
 
 

Other Evidence of Learning: 
 

 
ACTIVITIES AND LEARNING EXPERIENCES Resources 

 
1. Learn about entrepreneurs, characteristics, profit, supply and demand, 

advertisements (positive and negative impact) (Find copies of 
advertisements) 
 

2. Study famous entrepreneurs such as Sam Walton, Bill Gates 
 

3. Study about banks, writing checks, debit and credit cards 
 

4. Introduce restaurant owners as entrepreneurs 
5. Invite local restaurant to school 
6. Brainstorm about different restaurants and commonalities such as menus. 

(Find a variety of menus and use for functional reading). 
7. Have students create a restaurant they would like to see as part of a new 

food court. (Create menu – math teachers can help) (Mexican, Italian, 
Chinese and American) 

8. Write letter to cafeteria director trying to persuade her to add your restaurant. 
 

9. Create brochure to persuade others to dine in your restaurant. Use pictures 
and persuasive writing in your brochure. 

10. Write a recipe for a food item on your menu.  The recipe must include 
ingredients and step-by-step cooking instructions, using transition words. 
(Remember to teach transition words.) 

 
Social Studies 
textbook, newspapers, 
magazines, fliers, TV 
commercials, internet 
 
 
Internet, articles 
 
Social Studies 
textbook, blank checks 
 
 
 
Local restaurant 
owners, 
 
 
 
 
Examples of persuasive 
writing,  
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(Put the activities in sequential order and add details for the different activities.) 
Include resources and any web sites. 
Consider doing advertisements during art. 
 

Career Connections 
 
Waitressing 
Restaurant Owner 
Chef 
Banker 
Entrepreneur 
Advertisement Designer 
Travel Agent (brochures) 
Cookbook Author 
 

 


