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UNIT OF STUDY 
 

Title:       Government            Subject/Course:        Social Studies                Length:   
 
Topic:                                            Grade:       4                     Designer: Tanner, Dollinger, Reed 

UNIT GOALS AND EXPECTATIONS 
 

IMPORTANT CONCEPTS: 
• Power to rule in our federal government is 

divided among the legislative, executive 
and judicial branches 

• All levels of government have the right to 
collect taxes 

• Constitution describes the rights and duties 
that all citizens of the US  

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS: 
What form of government does the US have? 
What are the rights and duties of a US citizen? 
How does the Constitution help unite Americans? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATIONS: 
C.4.4.1- Compare and contrast the purpose and 
function of government at the local, state and federal 
levels 
C.4.4.2- Compare responsibilities of local, state and 
federal government officials 
C.4.4.3- Indentify the three branches of government: 
executive, legislative and judicial 
C.4.4.4- Describe how United States citizens apply 
fundamental principles of democracy (people rule 
themselves, power of government limited by law, 
people exercise their authority directly through voting 
and indirectly through elected officials) 
C.4.4.5- Recognize that there are different forms of 
government throughout the world 
C.5.4.1- Identify and explain the role of the founding 
fathers in writing the founding documents: Franklin, 
Hancock, Jefferson, Madison, Washington 
C.5.4.2- Identify and explain the purpose of the 
founding documents: Declaration of Independence, 
Articles of Confederation, US Constitution 
C.5.4.3-Examine the meaning of the Pledge of 
Allegiance 
C.5.4.4- Examine the characteristics needed for active 
citizenship 
C.5.4.5- Analyze the components of the election 
process: candidacy, primary, general 
C.5.4.6- Demonstrate the proper etiquette for the 
American flag 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

SPECIFIC DECLARATIVE KNOWLEDGE 
• Understand rights and responsibilities of US 

citizenship 
• Describe the three branches of government 

SPECIFIC PROCEDURAL KNOWLEDGE 
• Explain differences between authority and the use of 

power without authority 
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• Understand the cultural diversity in the US 
• Describe ideals that unite Americans 
• Analyze settlement patterns and regions in 

which Americans live 
• Analyze symbols that represent important 

ideas, people and events in the US history 
• Understanding that the Constitution describes 

how the federal government works 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UNIT ASSESSMENTS 
(Include tasks related to Dimensions 3 and 4 and Bloom’s Taxonomy) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Traditional Assessments:  

• Test over 3 branches of government/responsibilities of each 
branch 

• Designed personal seal 
•  

 
 
 

Other Evidence of Learning: 
Open Response: Think of a law that you think should be changed or a 
new law that should be passed. Tell why you think this. Give three 
reasons. 

 
ACTIVITIES AND LEARNING EXPERIENCES Resources 

 
• Students are to write main idea sentences for each of the following: legislative 

branch, executive branch, judicial branch and Checks and balances. 
• After students examine the Presidential seal, students are to design their own 

personal seal. Seals should illustrate what is important to the student, such as his or 
her family heritage, special interests or hopes for the future. 

• Students will divide up in to two groups and discuss Rights and Freedoms and Duties 
of Citizens and share a summary of each 

•  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Anchor Books: 
Shhhh! We’re Writing 
the Constitution 
 
Were You There When 
We Wrote the 
Constitution 
 

Career Connections 
 
 

 


