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UNIT OF STUDY 
 

Title:    Unit 5                                                Subject/Course:   Social Studies                       Length:  3 weeks 
 
Topic:    Arkansas History                Grade:    4       Designer: Robin Dollinger, Chasity Reed, Jill Tanner 

UNIT GOALS AND EXPECTATIONS 
 

IMPORTANT CONCEPTS: 
 
Arkansas’s history is an important part of our 
foundation as a country. 
 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS: 
 
How has Arkansas’s history affected its future? 
What roles did explorers, artifacts, Native Americans, major U.S. events 
had on Arkansas? 
What role did Arkansas play in the Civil War? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATIONS: 
H. 6.4.1 Discuss the meaning of the state motto of Arkansas 
H.6.4.2 Examine the history of the State Seal of Arkansas and its components  
H. 6.4.3 Examine historical settlements in Arkansas 
H.6.4.6 Identify events that led to Arkansas’ involvement in Civil War 
H.6.4.9 Evaluate data presented on a timeline of Arkansas History 
H.6.4.10 Examine artifacts relating to events in Arkansas History 
H.6.4.12 Analyze changes in Arkansas from past to present 
H.6.4.14 Identify and describe the Arkansas Indian Tribes 
H.6.4.15 Identify the reasons for the decline of the native populations of Arkansas  
H.6.4.17 Identify areas in Arkansas that were explored by the explorers 
H.6.4.18 Identify European nations that claimed authority over territorial Arkansas 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

SPECIFIC DECLARATIVE KNOWLEDGE 
 
Identify parts of the state seal and discuss the state motto. 
Identify characteristics of each Native American tribes such as: 
Caddo, Osage and Quapaw 
Identify the reasons for the decline of the native populations of 
Arkansas 
Identify areas in Arkansas that were explored by the explorers 
Identify European nations that claimed authority over territorial 
Arkansas 

SPECIFIC PROCEDURAL KNOWLEDGE 
 
Examine the historical settlement in Arkansas 
Evaluate data pertaining to an Arkansas timeline 
Examine artifacts relating to events in Arkansas History 
Analyze changes in Arkansas from past and present 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UNIT ASSESSMENTS 
(Include tasks related to Dimensions 3 and 4 and Bloom’s Taxonomy) 

Open Response 
 
 
 

Traditional Assessments:  
 
Tests given in anticipated Benchmark format using higher level questions 
KWL 
 

Other Evidence of Learning: 
Projects as assigned throughout the unit 
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ACTIVITIES AND LEARNING EXPERIENCES Resources 

 
Access Prior Knowledge: 
 
KWL facts about Arkansas 
Label a map of Arkansas and surrounding states, Arkansas in North America using latitude and 
longitude 
 
 
Mini Lessons and activities: 
 
Discuss what Arkansas was like before it was a state.  Identify major Native American groups 
that occupied the territory.  Create a chart identifying different characteristics of each Native 
American group including but not limited clothing, food, government, location, shelter. 
 
Create a cause and effect chart identifying the decline the Native American cultures. 
 
Create a timeline placing certain key events of Arkansas History in chronological order. 
Discuss the events in relationship to outcomes that affected the Civil War and present times. 
 
Discuss the explorers that explored Arkansas and describe the effects of exploration and how 
it helped Arkansas become a state.  The teacher will divide the students into groups that will 
research the following explorers: Hernando deSoto, Sieur de LaSalle, Jacques Marquette, 
Louis Joliet.  Each group will find the following information about each explorer: birth 
date/death, dates they explored, country they explored for, contribution to the exploration of 
Arkansas. 
 
Discuss the meaning of artifacts and their importance in understanding our heritage. 
Students will create a collage using pictures from magazines, books, internet or hand drawn 
artifacts that would be found throughout Arkansas history.  Suggestions: cotton gin, cannons 
from the Civil War, Indian artifacts, pioneer artifacts, farming artifacts. 
 
Teacher will lead a discussion on the statehood of Arkansas.  Teacher will present knowledge 
on economic factors i.e. slavery, cash crops, political gains.  Students will complete a 
workbook obtained through the state capitol that explains and identify state bird, flower, tree, 
motto, song, seal etc.  Students will then work in groups to discuss the importance of a state 
motto and seal.  After collaborating in groups identifying the seal and motto’s  importance in 
creating a community, students will create a class motto and seal.   
 
  
 
 
 

 
Arkansas Activity Book 
 
State Capitol 
 
Old State House 
museum 
 
Territorial Restoration 
Museum  
 
Clinton Library 
 
Central High Museum 
 
Ozark Folk Center 

Career Connections 
 
Docents, Arkansas historians,  

 


