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UNIT GOALS AND EXPECTATIONS 
 
IMPORTANT CONCEPTS: 
Citizens participate in local, state, and national 
governments in a variety of ways. 
Colonies in North America were established for 
religious and economic reasons. 
Life in the colonies reflected the geographical 
features of the settlements. 
The colonies were made up of different groups of 
people whose lives varied depending on their social 
position. 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS: 
What regions of North America were explored and 
settled by France, England and Spain? 
Why did Europeans establish colonies in North 
America? 
How did the climate and geographical features 
distinguish the three regions from each other? 
How did people use the natural resources of their 
region to earn a living? 
How did political and social life evolve in each of the 
three regions? 
How did people’s lives vary among different social 
groups in Colonial America? 
 

STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATIONS: 
G1.5.7 Recognize the various types of maps used 
by geographers 
G1.5.9  Compare and contrast major landforms 
characterized as physical features of Earth 
G3.5.1  Recognize factors that influence migration 
(e.g. employment, natural resources) 
G3.5.2  Define push-pull factors 
G3.5.6  Identify ways people have modified the 
physical environment 
C5.5.3  Identify the significance of the following 
individuals in establishing the government of the 
United States:  John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, 
Alexander Hamilton, Thomas Jefferson, John 
Marshall, James Madison, George Washington 
C5.5.9  Identify the rights and responsibilities of 
United States citizenship (e.g. voting, obeying laws, 
volunteerism) 
C5.5.10 Discuss the importance of the rights of 
United States citizens set forth in the Bill of Rights 
C5.5.13  Identify the Bill of Rights in the United 
States Constitution 
H6.5.1 Discuss the purpose of political cartoons 
H6.5.4  Identify areas of the New World colonized 
by Spain, Great Britain, and France 
H6.5.5  Describe the role and impact of legislative 
bodies in the colonial government (e.g. town 
meetings) 
H6.5.9  Describe the impact that European 
explorers had on the American Indian tribes  
H6.5.10  Analyze the benefits and conflicts arising 
from the interaction between colonial settlers and 
American Indians (e.g. Roanoke, Jamestown, King 
Philip’s War)  
H6.5.11  Evaluate the contributions of political and 
religious leaders in colonial America (e.g. John 
Smith, William Bradford,   

H6.5.12  Describe the impact of slavery in the 
Americas  
H6.5.13  Explain how conflict between the English 
government and the English colonies led to the 
outbreak of the American Revolution:  Stamp Act, 
Sugar Act, Boston Tea Party, Intolerable Acts, 
Boston Massacre 
H6.5.14  Identify the contributions of significant 
people leading to the American Revolution:  King 
George III, George Washington, Benjamin Franklin, 
Thomas Jefferson, Patrick Henry, Thomas Paine 
H.6.5.21 Identify and locate significant Civil War sites 
of the Union and Confederacy:  Washington, 
Arkansas, Pea Ridge, Prairie Grove, Bull 
Run/Manassas, Antietam/Sharpsburg, Gettysburg 
H6.5.23  Examine the impact of early exploration and 
settlement patterns of the Spanish, British, and 
French in North America(e.g. Roanoke, Jamestown, 
St. Augustine, Quebec, Santa Fe) 
H6.5.30  Evaluate contributions of women during the 
Revolutionary period (e.g. Abigail Adams, Molly 
Pitcher, Martha Washington, and Phyllis Wheatley) 
H6.5.34  Locate and describe the differences 
between the three regions into which the English 
settled:  New England, Mid-Atlantic, South 
E7.5.1  Identify the basic economic wants and needs 
of all people. 
E7.5.2  Recognize that choices have both present 
and future consequences 
E7.5.4  Discuss the meaning of opportunity costs 
E7.5.8  Discuss the meaning of trade-offs 
E7.5.9  Identify the characteristics of a free 
enterprise system 
E9.5.3 Identify methods people use to save and 
spend money 
E9.5.8 Identify the costs/benefits associated with the 
development of global trade. 



Roger Williams, Anne Hutchison, John Winthrop, 
Thomas Hooker, William Penn) 
 

  

 
 
SPECIFIC DECLARATIVE KNOWLEDGE 
Understand that a colony is a land ruled by another 
country 
Identify the governments, economies, and new 
ideas that were developed in the colonies. 
Locate the 13 colonies 
Interpret cause/effect relationships in historical 
events 
Identify important people during this time period:  
(John Winthrop, Anne Hutchinson, Metacomet, 
William Penn, Benjamin Franklin, George Whitfield, 
Eliza Lucas Pinckney, and Olaudah Equiano) 
The different customs of the Native Americans 
Vocabulary Terms 
Location of the New England Colonies 
Examine relations between the Native Americans 
and the settlers.   
Identify the differences between Puritans and 
Pilgrims. 
Understand the roles of religion and the religious 
conflict that took place. 
Identify the triangular trade routes that the colonial 
trading ships followed. 
Why people settled in the Middle Colonies that 
came from different places and had different 
backgrounds. 
Describe how religion affected the founding of the 
colonies. 
Important principles of “Justice” 
How do cities locations on a harbor influence 
growth? 
 
 
 
 

 
 
SPECIFIC PROCEDURAL KNOWLEDGE 
Brainstorming  
Recording Responses 
Timelines 
Previewing skills on every chapter and lesson 
Review a variety of maps 
Generate questions/class discussions 
Group Work 
View a video clip 
Draw a map 
Make an illustrated timeline 
Draw a scene from the  
Conduct an Interview 
Make a mural or model of a typical home in the 
colony 
Describe the customs of Native Americans 
Read a variety of biographies 
Create a question and answer list 
Use a dictionary to help with vocabulary terms 
Write in Response to reading “The Courage of Sarah 
Noble” 
Tell fact from opinion 
Summarize a variety of things 
Compare/Contrast 
Homework Assignments 
Variety of writing assignments 
Projects 
Link History and Geography 
Work in pairs to complete a variety of assignments 
Make an Economic choice pg. 246-247 
 
 
 

UNIT ASSESSMENTS 
(Include tasks related to Dimensions 3 and 4 and Bloom’s Taxonomy) 
 
Conduct a colonial fair-Plan a display for a fair about daily life in one of the New England, Middle, or 
Southern Colonies.  Describe how to show what life was there.  The display should focus on how people 
lived, governed, worshipped, and worked. 
 
Unit Writing activity-  Imagine that you are a new settler in one of the colonies.  Write a story about your life 
in a colony.  Explain the role of religion and government in your society.  Explain how colonists earn a living.  
Make sure your narrative has a story. 
 
 
Traditional Assessments:  
Chapter Test 
Vocabulary Quizzes 
Unit Test 
Homework Assignments 
 

Other Evidence of Learning: 
Use map skills 
Writing Assignments after each lesson is covered 
Class discussion 
Partner Cooperation 
Homework Assignments 

 
ACTIVITIES AND LEARNING EXPERIENCES Resources 
 The United States:  



The Thirteen Colonies 
Introduce Unit 
Preview time 
Preview people 
Discuss the painting on pg. 184-185 
Preview the places 
Access Prior Knowledge from what the Students remember from the previous 
unit about Jamestown and Plymouth Colonies. 
Start with a story- “The Courage of Sarah Noble” 
Give a quick summary of who Sarah Noble was 
Give background on the Housatonic River 
Have students write in response to the story pg. 195 
Chapter 5 
The New England Colonies 
Lesson 1 
Preview Vocabulary 
Assess prior knowledge 
Have students speculate on why people from Europe built colonies in New 
England. 
Look over key places: Massachusetts Bay, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New 
Hampshire 
Discuss the importance of Roger Williams and Anne Hutchinson 
Students will identify on a map the locations of the New England Colonies 
Review Questions pg. 204 
Read biography of “Anne Hutchinson” 
 
Lesson 2 
Critical Thinking Skills 
Tell Fact from Opinion 
Preview vocabulary 
Content Focus-Religious Life 
Puritans’ lives were based on their understanding of Christianity.  They believed 
in strict rules, plain living, and hard work.  Discuss the similarities and 
differences of today’s time with the time period the Puritans lived in. 
 
Multiple meaning words: Common-discuss the different meanings of the word. 
Hornbook-pg. 212-Have students explain why the hornbook is a primary rather 
than a secondary source. 
Review questions 
Write a narrative-grade using rubric pg. 213 
 
Lesson 3 
Preview vocabulary 
Discuss how free-market economy developed in the colonies. 
Describe the triangular trade route and how they affected the slave trade. 
Review natural resources and their importance 
Discuss the trade system of the colonial period pg. 215 
Integrate the Curriculum:  Compare and Contrast fish to whales using a Venn 
Diagram pg. 217 
Review questions 
Write a list of questions: “Imagine that you are a colonist deciding what type of 
work to do.  Write a list of questions you might ask a farmer, merchant, 
shipbuilder, and whaler.” 
(Various homework assignments and handouts will be given throughout each 
lesson) 
Chapter Review 
Chapter Test 
 
The Middle Colonies 
Chapter 6 
 
Introduce the Chapter 

Making a New Nation, 
Harcourt 
 
Leveled Readers: 
Life in the Colonies, 
Young Colonists, 
Benjamin Franklin:  
Colonial Genius 
 
Pilgrims:  Research 
Guide, Mary Pope 
Osborne and Natalie 
Pope Boyce 
 
Thanksgiving on 
Thursday, Mary Pope 
Osborne 
 
Scholastic Teaching 
Resource:  “America’s 
Lost Colony”—passage 
and comprehension 
questions. 



Study Skills- Question and answer diagram discussing the who, what, when, 
where, and why and how it gives you details. Pg. 222 
 
 
Lesson 1 
Preview the vocabulary 
Background-Review how Henry Hudson explored the Hudson River in what is 
now New York and claimed it for the Netherlands.  Point out the river on the 
map on page 229. 
Review Picture on pg. 225. 
Students will pair up and summarize reasons why England wanted to control 
New Netherland. 
Students will write a sentence using the word “Quaker” and “refuge.” 
Visual Literacy: Map  Have students use the map to locate each of the Middle 
Colonies and Native American nations existing in the area.   
Review questions 
Writing assignment: Students will write a conversation between William Penn 
and Tamanend. 
Read Biography of “Tamanend” 
 
Lesson 2 
Discuss “Citizenship” and focus on Constitutional Principles pg. 232-233 
Correct any misconceptions pg. 233 
Preview the vocabulary 
Identify the significance of the “Great Awakening” to life in the Middle Colonies. 
Visual Literacy:  Painting pg. 237 
Compare jobs from the time period being discussed to the time period now with 
the class. 
Review questions 
Students will draw a scene showing the life in the Middle Colonies. Pg. 238 
Lesson 3 
Explain why people chose to settle in the Middle Colonies 
Preview Vocabulary 
Have a student read aloud the quotation form Richard Frame.  Discuss the 
meaning of the work yield. 
Review the line graph on pg. 242 
Have students write the word port, harbor, mouth, and source.  They will get 
into pairs and look up each word in the dictionary to learn their meanings as 
they relate to waterways.  The students will then draw and label a diagram to 
show what part of a waterway each word names. 
Have students brainstorm how goods are shipped to Arkansas. 
Review Questions 
Make a Chart:  two column chart listing colonial jobs and the products made by 
the people who worked them. 
Citizenship Skills-“Make an Economic Choice” pg. 246-247 
 
Chapter Review 
Chapter Test 
 
The Southern Colonies 
Chapter 7 
 
Introduce the Chapter 
Understand how to take notes and how to use them for tests. 
Review how to organize information on a chart.   
Put information on a charge with one side reading “Class notes” and the other 
side “Reading notes.” 
Discuss facts and ideas 
Discuss how different it is for people living in cities versus people living in rural 
areas. 
 
Lesson 1 



Preview vocabulary 
Discuss why the Southern Colonies were founded. 
Model for students how to turn the headings into questions.  Pg. 254 
Challenge students to come up with an antonym for the words mild, fertile, and 
struggled. Pg. 254 
Use quotation on pg. 256 as a springboard for discussion on how Georgia was 
founded.   
Create a time-line from 1600-1700. 
Review questions 
Compare maps of different scales pg. 260-261 
 
Lesson 2 
Preview vocabulary 
Discuss how the government was in the Southern Colonies. 
By looking at the illustration on pg. 265-266 have students discuss what they 
think the dangers were for Africans escaping slavery. 
Review questions 
Biography of “Olaudah Equiano” 
Give background knowledge before reading it with the class. 
 
 
 
Lesson 3 
Preview vocabulary 
Identify the major industries in the Southern Colonies 
“Children in History”- Eliza Lucas Pinchney 
Discuss how relationships between Planters and Brokers are an example of 
Interdependence.  
Review questions 
Make a table of the Southern Colonies and the crops grown in each colony. 
“Colonial Williamsburg” 
Understand the social and economic life in colonial Williamsburg.   
Discuss the jobs people worked there. 
 
Chapter Review pg. 274-275 
Chapter Test 
 
Unit Review 
Unit test 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Career Connections 
Historians, museum curators, reenactment actors 
 

 
 
 


