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UNIT OF STUDY - 10 
 

Title:   The Mechanics of Writing          Subject/Course:   English              Length:  1 week 
 
Topic:  Sentence Formation, Usage, and Mechanics  Grade:   11              Designer:  Mari Robertson 

UNIT GOALS AND EXPECTATIONS 
 

IMPORTANT CONCEPTS: 
 
Students who master sentence formation in writing use 
standard word order, embed through subordination and 
modifiers, and expand through coordination and 
modifiers.  Their sentences are complete and properly 
punctuated. 
 
Students who master usage understand the standard 
inflections of the English language. Their subjects and 
verbs agreement as well as their pronouns and 
antecedents.  Their verb tenses remain consistent 
throughout their writings and they demonstrate 
consistent control of word choices. 
 
Students who master mechanics will know how to 
properly punctuate, spell, and capitalize. 
 
Students who master sentence formation, usage, and 
mechanics are better able to communicate clearly and 
effectively their ideas to a reader and to capture and 
maintain reader interest. 
 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS: 
 
How does one master sentence formation? 
What does it mean to embed through subordination and 
modifiers? How does one accomplish it? 
What does it mean to expand through coordination and 
modifiers? How does one accomplish it? 
How does one master usage?  What does it include? 
How does a writer make sure that subjects and verbs 
agree as well as pronouns and antecedents? 
What is the proper verb tense in various types of writing?  
How does one maintain consistency? 
What is the proper punctuation in different sentence types 
and how does one ensure its use? 
 
Why does it matter whether a writer has consistent control 
of sentence formation, usage, or mechanics in writing? 
 

STUDENT LEARNING EXPECTATIONS: 
 
W.6.11.1 
Use a variety of sentence structures, types, and 
lengths for effect in writing 
 
W.6.11.2 
Apply usage rules appropriately in all formal 
writing: 

• Subject verb agreement 
• Pronoun agreement 
• Misplaced modifiers 
• Active and passive voice 
• Indicative and subjunctive mood 

 
W.4.11.9 
Revise sentence formation in writing for 
completeness, coordination, subordination, 
standard word order, and absence of fused 
sentences 
 
 

 
W.6.11.3 
Apply conventional spelling to all pieces 
 
W.6.11.4 
Apply conventional rules of capitalization in writing 
 
W.6.11.5 
Apply the punctuation rules appropriately in writing 
 
W.4.11.11  
Apply grammatical conventions to edit for standard 
inflections, agreement, word meaning, and 
conventions 
 
W.4.11.12 
Apply grammatical conventions for capitalization, 
punctuation, formatting, and spelling 
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SPECIFIC DECLARATIVE KNOWLEDGE-What I know 
Define the elements of sentence formation. 
Identify the four different types of sentences. 
Understand how to vary sentence structure 
through embedding and expanding. 
Define elements of usage. 
Identify subjects, verbs, pronouns, and 
antecedents. 
Understand how to make subjects and verbs 
agree as well as pronouns and antecedents. 
Understand the difference between active and 
passive voice. 
Understand proper punctuation, spelling, and 
capitalization. 
 
 

SPECIFIC PROCEDURAL KNOWLEDGE-What I need to do 
Write sentences in which a variety of sentence 
structures, types, and lengths are used for effect in 
writing. 
Write sentences in which subjects and verbs agree.  
Write sentences in which pronouns and 
antecedents agree.   
Write sentences using modifiers properly.   
Write using the active voice. 
Write using consistent and proper verb tenses. 
Write sentences that are properly punctuated. 
Write sentences in which words are properly spelled 
and capitalized. 
 
 

UNIT ASSESSMENTS 
(Include tasks related to Dimensions 3 and 4 and Bloom’s Taxonomy) 

 
• Students will learn the four sentence types and practice writing sentences of the different types. 
• Students will construct sentences in which they apply proper sentence formation, usage, and mechanics. 

 
 
Traditional Assessments:  
Quizzes. 
 
 
 

Other Evidence of Learning: 
Constructed sentences. 
Worksheets. 
Edited sentences. 

 
ACTIVITIES AND LEARNING EXPERIENCES Resources 

 
• Students will learn the four sentence types and practice writing sentences of the 

different types. 
• Students will edit student constructed sentences for punctuation, spelling, and 

capitalization. 
• Students will construct sentences in which subjects and verbs agree. 
• Students will construct sentences in which pronouns and antecedents agree. 
• Students will analyze sentences for demonstration of proper usage. 
• Students will analyze sentences for demonstration of proper sentence formation. 
• Students will analyze sentences for demonstration of proper mechanics. 
• Students will take a quiz over the four different sentences types by defining each 

type and providing an example of each type. 
 
 

 
Prentice Hall Grade 11 
ACTAAP Preparation 
Workbook 
 
Prentice Hall Writing and 
Grammar:  
Communication in Action 
by Ruby Level 
 
 

Career Connections 
 
Textbook writer, editor, research assistant, teacher, grant writer, underwriters, college students, lawyer, secretary, 
and teacher. 
 
 
 

 


